JOHN FLAXMAN
m his correspondence with Bentley, who conducted the
business of the firm in London, while Wedgwood primarily
controlled the work at Etruria. Writing on February 14,
1776,* he says: "You shall have impressions from the
doubtful Greek heads and we will model a Mithridates or
any other head or heads you may wish to have and I
apprehend we shall model them much cheaper than
Flaxman and perhaps as well in other respects, provided
we have Fine Prints or impressions from Gems to model
from, but I wish you would give Flaxman a head or two
to Model as it may excite our Modelers' [at Etruria]
emulation and acquaint us with the prices for which those
things may be done in London. . . ."
Writing on October 29, I777,2 with reference to the
famous designs of the Muses which he had asked Bentley
to get Flaxman to model, and which were later so widely
employed on Wedgwood ware, he says : " Having laid
all our bass-relief Goddesses and ladies upon their backs
on a board before me in order to contemplate their beauties
and to increase their number, I instantly perceiv'd that
the six Muses we want [others had been obtained earlier]
might be produc'd from this lovely group at half the
trouble and expence they will be procur'd from Flaxman
and much better figures. For little more than 5$. each
we can complete them very well. I hope you may not
have ordered them to be modePd as I desired you would
1 Letters of Josiah Wedgwood, ed. Farrer, vol. i.
* Ibid.
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